
      City of 
YELLOWKNIFE 

ANNUAL REPORT 2011



TABLE OF CONTENTS
1 MAYOR’S MESSAGE

2 YELLOWKNIFE CITY COUNCIL

3 COUNCIL GOALS & OBJECTIVES

4 WELCOME TO YELLOWKNIFE

5 NEW GENERAL PLAN GUIDES COMMUNITY GROWTH 
 A comprehensive document that maps city growth over the next 10 years.

6 HOUSE TO CALL HOME FOR WOMEN & CHILDREN 
 Raising money for BETTY House.

7 FIGHTING FIRE IN NEW TRAINING FACILITY 
 

8 PAVING PARTNERSHIP 
 

9 NEW TREATMENT PLANT TO FILTER CITY WATER 
 

10 CITY SCENES 
 Photographs from around the community.

12 NEW TV SHOW FEATURES YELLOWKNIFE 
 Something about the TV show.

13 ROYALTY IN THE PARK 
 

14 CUSTOMER SERVICE COMES FIRST 
 

15 COMMUNICATING IN A TIME OF CHANGE 
 
16 MANAGING MUNICIPAL ASSETS 
 
17 SUMMARY OF 2011 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS



1CITY OF  
YELLOWKNIFE

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

forward to the grand re-opening in 2012. A paving partnership between the 

the summer of 2012.

opportunity.

 
Mayor

KAYLEY ALLIN - CITY OF YELLOWKNIFE
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YELLOWKNIFE CITY COUNCIL
COUNCIL 
MISSION

direction in responding to 
the needs and aspirations 
of the community. To 
meet those needs and 

with staff and residents 

infrastructure, programs 

COMMUNITY 
VISION

city with a strong sense 
of community pride and 

promoting and protecting 

CORPORATE 
VISION

To be the most 

community in Canada.

LYDIA BARDAK AMANDA MALLON

BOB BROOKS SHELAGH MONTGOMERY

PAUL FALVO CORY VANTHUYNE

MARK HEYCK DAVID WIND

RHONDA KENNEDY - CITY OF YELLOWKNIFE
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COUNCIL GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Goal 1 
AFFORDABILITY

Objectives:

to encourage economic 
growth and diversity.

partnerships to promote 

Actions:

options and partnerships.

joint ventures with other 
orders of government and/
or the private sector to 

 
Goal 2 
ENHANCING OUR 
BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Objectives:
Maintain, respect, preserve 

heritage and green space. 

Improve transit, roads, 

on active transportation. 

approaches to energy, water 
and sewer, waste management, 

Promote a range of 

Actions:
Address the 

 
Goal 3 
BUILDING SOCIAL 
CAPITAL 
(Community Engagement)

Objectives:

strategic partnerships. 

Improve community 
participation and 

to honour our past and 
preserve/showcase our 

Actions:

with the community.

 
Goal 4 
CONTINUOUS 
IMPROVEMENT 

Objectives:

by ensuring open and 

Create an environment 

performance.

Actions:

Lead in innovation 
and best practices.

committee structure.
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WELCOME TO YELLOWKNIFE

to the North, is a young 
and dynamic city where 
opportunity for investment, 
tourism and business 

Northwest Territories, 

many years. Today it is 
the staging area for three 

city, and a fourth diamond 
mine is undergoing an 

and big-city amenities, 

wide variety of services and 

viewing and thousands 

economy, job opportunities 

incomes in the country. 

AMENITIES

STATISTICS - 
YELLOWKNIFE

 

 

 

ELIZABETH GILBERT - CITY OF YELLOWKNIFE
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sets out the community 

mapping that addresses concerns 

that are important to residents. 

“It’s a comprehensive document 
that maps city growth over the 

at www.yellowknife.ca

NEW GENERAL PLAN GUIDES 
COMMUNITY GROWTH

“It’s a 
comprehensive 
document 
that maps city 
growth over 
the next 10 
years.”
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and fundraising efforts 
throughout 2011 are bringing 

The Better Environment to 

housing for women and 

independence through safe, 
secure housing. A broad range 

raising campaign 

in proceeds from 

Tournament 
were donated 
to the project. 

as two- and three-bedroom 

 

HOUSE TO CALL HOME 
FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN
Raising money for BETTY House
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for BETTY House 

Asset President of 
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It is a race against time 

they arrive at the scene. 

When they are not responding 

participate in training exercises 

are presented with the same 

was added to the NWT 
Emergency Services Training 

a partnership arrangement 

the Northwest Territories. 

extends beyond having a 

of training we do in our new 
burn structure, which added 
to our training costs. The new 

FIGHTING FIRE IN 
NEW TRAINING FACILITY

“The new 
facility gives 

us the ability 
to train more 

locally and at 
less cost.”

NWT Emergency 
Services Training 

Centre in 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF BHP BILLITON



8 CITY OF  
YELLOWKNIFE

A historic agreement signed in 
2010 between the City and the 

summer when the main road 

paving project, which is expected 

project in 2010, providing 

the community prepare for 

engineering services provided by 

supervision provided by City staff.

PAVING PARTNERSHIP
N’dilo gets new road surface

PH
O

T
O

 C
O

U
RT

ES
Y

 O
F 

ST
A

N
T

EC

The Department 
of Public Works 
and Engineering 
maintains a total of 
125 kilometres of 
paved and gravel roads 
and 60 kilometres 
of sidewalks.

FACT FILE

JIRI HERMANN - CITY OF YELLOWKNIFE
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to the future site of the new 

access road mean residents and 

Northwest Territories. 

and improved through a new 

The new water treatment 

the existing water reservoir at 

and cannot accommodate the 

Construction of the new 

NEW TREATMENT PLANT 
TO FILTER CITY WATER

“The new plant will ensure that water 
quality is maintained and improved 

The access road 

of the new water 

SARAH MORLAND - CITY OF YELLOWKNIFE
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CITY 
SCENES
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education events and an open house at the 
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The cast and crew of Arctic 

crews, actors and businesses a 
chance to get in on the action. 

from Vancouver-based Omni 
Productions saying they were 

the City partnered to give the 
production crew an extensive 

October and November. 

“It was a great experience 
for the community. The cast 

and bars. A number of other 

the activity as a production 

NEW TV SHOW 
FEATURES YELLOWKNIFE

“A production 
of this size 
requires a 
lot of local 
resources.”
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SPECIAL GRANT 
& CORE FUNDING
The City of Yellowknife offers 
funding programs for not-for-

Funding and Core Funding are 
awarded annually through an 
application-based process.  
 
For more information, visit 
www.yellowknife.ca

2011 Special Grant 
Funding Recipients
Range Lake School PAC
NWT Mining 
Heritage Society
Food Rescue
Status of Women Council 
Northwords Writers Festival 
Yellowknife United  
Soccer Club
Kole Crook 
Fiddlers Association

Frozen Eyes  
Photographic Society
Great Slave 
Snowmobile Association
Aurora Fiddlers Association
Classics On Stage
Yellowknife Community 
Gardens Collective
L’Association Franco- 
culturelle de Yellowknife
NWT SPCA
Yellowknife Church of Christ
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visited the city during their 

thousands of residents, 

The event was over in a few 

grounds ready to accommodate 

City crews moved from 

maintenance to setting up 

secure areas and seating.

“We erected security fencing, 
staging area, seating, and the 
media area. We had to be 
prepared as we were expecting 

and the Northwest Territories 

in media coverage in Canada 

according to NWT Tourism.

ROYALTY IN 
THE PARK

“We were 
expecting 
several 
thousand 
people to 
attend.”PH
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Yellowknife Gymnastics Club
Fédération Franco-Ténoise
Yellowknife Curling Centre
YWCA Yellowknife
Société Radio Taiga

 
2011 Core Funding 
Recipients 
Yellowknife Golf Club
Yellowknife Play Group
St. John Ambulance

Northern Arts and  
Cultural Centre
Festival of the Midnight Sun
Yellowknife Seniors  
Association
Special Olympics NWT
Aurora Arts Society
Yellowknife Guild of  
Arts and Crafts
Yellowknife Association  
for Community Living

Side Door Ministries
Yellowknife Ski Club
NWT Council for Persons  
with Disabilities
Folk on the Rocks
Foster Family Coalition  
of the NWT
Ecology North
Canadian Championship  
Dog Derby Association
Yellowknife International 
Airshow
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together throughout 2011 

shopping system to improve 

“We are creating an environment 

services in a more convenient 

Bob Long, City Administrator. 

information, access business 

service representatives are 

customers through in-person 

“Businesses and residents want 
government services that are 

throughout 2012 to continue 
improving the new one-stop 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
COMES FIRST
One-stop shopping at City Hall 

“Businesses 
and 

residents 
want 

government 
services 
that are 

and readily 
accessible.”

PAT KANE 
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COMMUNICATING IN 
A TIME OF CHANGE

to understanding the needs 
and interests of community 
members, which is why the City 
reviewed its communication 

access to that information.

projects, activities and programs 

Communicating in a Time of 

of existing communication 
practices, interviewing 

encouraging residents to 

from increasing community 
engagement, managing media 

on the City’s website at 
www.yellowknife.ca
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and invest in new assets. 

maintains and operates extensive 

water and sewer systems, water 

a new approach to address 
infrastructure issues by creating 

City staff, mayor, deputy mayor, 
members of the private 

to examine the condition of 
existing infrastructure and to 
discuss the best approach to 
invest in this infrastructure, which 

deteriorates over time and has a 

a team to address present and 
future infrastructure needs of 

recommended investments 
in the City’s infrastructure for 
the next two decades, debt 

MANAGING MUNICIPAL ASSETS
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SUMMARY OF 2011 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

sources of the budgetary variance were higher 

improved returns on investment.

sources of the budgetary variance were Contracted 

 

about future actions are contained in sections 
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ANALYSIS   ·  FINANCIAL POSITION

these and future subdivisions.

CONSOLIDATED SUMMARY STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

Financial Assets
    Cash  $  17,699 

 9,483
  3,843 

  31,025   
Liabilities

 11,545 
 

     1,566 
8,498 
3,877 
1,331  

 
  26,817 

Net Financial Assets   4,208 
Non-Financial Assets

217,225 
    Inventory   383 

437  
 
  218,045  
 
Accumulated Surplus  $  222,253 

2011 Actual

12

10

8

6

4

2

0
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

M
ill

io
ns

 o
f d

ol
la

rs



19CITY OF  
YELLOWKNIFE

 

 

 

occur in these areas. In most cases, such variations 
are caused by the timing of receiving payments for 

compared with 2010.

 

 

 

 

projects funded by grants from other orders of 
government are deferred. In 2011 the City received 

investments in water and sewer infrastructure, in 

those projects in 2011 than expected, the revenue 
that was not recorded has to be accounted for as 
deferred revenue. It is anticipated that the investment 
in water and sewer infrastructure over the next two 

RESULTS OF OPERATIONS ·  ACTUAL 
COMPARISON

the City’s changes in economic resources and 

basis. The Statements indicate that the City increased 

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE 

    2011   2010  Variance Variance %

Taxation    $ 22,375  36%

 20,596  33%

 Operating    2,781  4%

13,933  22%

 
      2,373  4%  

     $ 62,058  
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or eight percent over the previous year. In 

Revenues improved from 2010 to 2011 due to 

The remaining increase was due to an increase in 

than in 2010. However, in 2010 there was a one-

received in prior years but for which there had not 

CONSOLIDATED EXPENSES BY ACTIVITY 

    2011   2010  Variance  Variance %

$ 10,562  20%

Water and Sewage    9,740  18%

9,594  18%

6,945  13%

Protective Services    5,676  11%

 5,563  10%

2,659  5%

2,150  4%

        891  2%                   

     $ 53,780  
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experienced either a positive or negative variance. 

CONSOLIDATED EXPENSES BY OBJECT 

    2011   2010  Variance Variance %

$ 20,594  38%

9,375  17%

8,933  17%

 5,412  10%

3,906  7%

2,928  5%

Land Expenses    1,504  3%

     1,128  2%   

     $ 53,780  

higher than the cost of the infrastructure that has 

a new asset is put into service.

 
part of the City) and other Community Energy 

(Eco-Housing)
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BUDGET COMPARISON

format compared to budgeting format.

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE 

    Budget   Actual    

    2011   2011  Variance Variance %

Taxation     $ 22,319  39%

18,912  33%

 
 Operating    -    0%

14,000  24%

 
     2,132  4%  

     $ 57,363  

some infrastructure projects had not progressed as 

from that which is shown in the 2011 Budget 
Summary due to the change in the treatment 

it appears in the 2011 Budget Summary and 
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MAJOR ACTIVITIES

but, for the most part, due to changes in water 

is expected to start soon. Projected cost of the 

infrastructure. There has been an increasing number 

and new infrastructure in this area. The City has 

RECONCILIATION OF BUDGET - BUDGET SUMMARY VS FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS  

 

 

CONSOLIDATED EXPENSES BY OBJECT 

    2011   2011  Variance Variance %

$ 21,062  41%

8,438  16%

 9,176  18%

4,235  8%

 3,514  7%

2,728  5%

Land Expenses    1,624  3%

       667  1%  

     $ 51,444  
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mix of private sector-managed and City-managed 

and sewer infrastructure with new infrastructure 

 

PLANNING CONSTRAINTS

services provided are those that are of basic 

the construction and maintenance of roads and 

being of residents. There are many issues that can 
arise that may strain resources when providing 

functioning infrastructure to support its operations. 

comes from other orders of government. The 

of the issues surrounding this funding is that it is 
not indexed with the cost of doing business. So, 

from these other orders of government in an 
environment where the costs of constructing our 

construction costs increasing each year, the amount 

one year to the next is reduced, given the same 

to fund the ever-increasing cost of providing basic 
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CONCLUSION

remain just as positive.

tolayvar
The City's complete Financial Statements can be viewedat www.yellowknife.ca - forms and publications.

tolayvar


tolayvar




Land for Sale

Engle Business 
District

Enterprise Drive 
Extension & Grace Lake

YELLOWKNIFE 
Come Grow With Us

For more information, contact
City of  Yellowknife

Planning and Development Department 
867.920.5611 or 867.920.5614

www.yellowknife.ca

Hordal & 
Bagon

Niven Lake Phase V 
Niven Lake Phase VII


